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Mercy Works
Mercy Works is published for friends of 
the Sisters of Mercy Cedar Rapids Regional 
Community.
 The Cedar Rapids Regional Community is 
among the Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of 
the Americas, a religious order of over 4,000 
members founded in Dublin, Ireland, in 1831 by 
Catherine McAuley.
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President's Letter 
(continued from page one)

The second meeting was the annual assembly of the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious (LCWR).  Its theme The Next 
Frontier: Religious Life at the Edge of Tomorrow focused the atten-
tion of approximately 800 women religious who are in leadership 
positions in their respective communities.  It is these women 
who are dealing on a daily basis with situations that suggest 
decline and diminishment and even death of an organization.  
But the energy at this meeting spoke of new life, courage, and 
the sustaining love of God.  In the midst of discussions about 
the daily issues we stopped and took time to do public witness 
for peace and to pass a resolution calling for debt cancellation for 
the impoverished countries of the world and a resolution to pre-
serve wetlands and coastlands throughout the Untied States.  

As I think about these meetings I realize both could have been 
discouraging if we focused on decline and diminishment.  We 
were given no blueprints, no plan of action listing step by step 
processes for moving into the future at either meeting.  But I 
came away believing that the spirit of God is with us leading 
the way, giving us life as we need it, calling us to respond to 
the needs of the poor in this world.  

The dance of religious life into the future partners contemplation 
– deep love of God, the unending quest for the transcendent -- 
with action – concrete, effective response to the cries of the poor.  
How can we help but succeed?  

Thank you again for being part of our life into the future.
 

Kathy Thornton, RSM

Sister Mary Irene Burns, Sister Mary Lenore Gardner and Sister Alice Maiers take a break from 
Chapter discussions to smile.  



children for the 
exam to enter the 
big school, but 
Montessori is a 
preparation for life 
that order, respon-
sibility, coordina-
tion, concentration 
skills, indepen-
dence and self-
confidence (an I 
can do it attitude) 
are tools useful in 
one’s whole life.   

In addition to 
teaching young 
children, Sister 
Mary Brigid is also 
a teacher educa-
tor, helping high 
school age women 
to grandmothers 
become teachers 
of the Montessori 
education method.  
Besides educating 
women of the Montessori method 
of all ages, women from different 
educational levels come to learn.  
Some may have been educated 
through a private school and be 
quite well educated, while oth-
ers may come from state schools 
where the education is not as 
good.  This can be a challenging 
aspect of Sister Mary Brigid’s min-
istry as some are able to catch on 
quite fast, while others may need 
more time to grasp a concept.  

A large number of adult students 
go through the program to become 
an educator of the Montessori 
method, but due to the tedious 
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Sister Mary Brigid O’Connell, 
RSM is a Montessori teacher and 
teacher educator at the Catherine 
McAuley Montessori Center in 
Lima, Peru.  Ministering in Peru 
since 1988, Sister Mary Brigid 
helped to establish the center in 
order to respond to the educational 
needs of children in orphanages 
and state schools.  

Most children educated through 
the Catherine McAuley Montessori 
Center are preschool age children 
between 2 and 6 years old.  In 
some situations, the center has 
also educated children with special 
needs.  The center provides edu-
cation to children in orphanages 
who may not have the opportunity 
to receive a proper education.  In 
addition, the level of education at 
the state schools in Peru is poor so 
many families put their little ones 
in private pre-schools to prepare 
them for the exam to enter the big 
school.  

The Catherine McAuley 
Montessori Center is unique to 
other schools in the area due to 
its teaching method to help chil-
dren learn.  The center utilizes 
the Montessori teaching method, 
a hands-on approach to learn-
ing that encourages children to 
develop their observation skills 
by doing many types of activi-
ties.  Montessori develops a child’s 
sense of order –both place and 
sequence.  The method also makes 
learning a pleasant, joyful activity 
with concentration and responsi-
bility to natural outcomes.  Most 
preschools in Lima exist to prepare 

Teaching with a Hands-On Approach

amount of homework involved to 
receive certification, only about 5 
to 6 students a year become certi-
fied.  Most students are able to 
teach and do so without a certifi-
cate.  Several students have even 
moved on to teach the Montessori 
method outside of Peru including 
the United States and Europe.  

Sister Mary Brigid also travels out-
side the city of Lima with her min-
istry visiting schools around Lima, 
Tujillo and LaPaz.  In her travels 
she observes interns studying in 
the center’s education program.  
In a recent trip to Tujillo, Sister 
Mary Brigid was greeted with the 

Sister Brigid O'Connell meets her great-grand niece, Lauren Ortiz at an orphanage in 
Tujillo, Peru.  
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surprise of meeting her great-grand 
niece from Colorado.  Her niece 
Lauren was working at an orphan-
age in Tujillo as part of a mission 
trip through her church youth 
group.  

Sister Mary Brigid enjoys work-
ing with both the children and 
the adult students through the 
Catherine McAuley Montessori 
Center.  She has experienced 
teaching a preschool child and 
when the child grew up taught her 
again in the teacher education pro-
gram.  She has also taught at the 
same time in the teacher education 
program a mother and daughter 
team, husband and wife teams, 
and sisters in a family.
One of Sister Mary Brigid’s great-

est challenges in her ministry is 
being able to meet the needs of 
everyone.  Some of the orphan-
ages and schools where Sister 
Mary Brigid travels are quite poor 
whether it is not having running 
water in its facility, to adequate 
space for a classroom or the 
means to provide the salary for a 
Montessori teacher in the class-
room.  Through the generous gifts 
of donors who have supported 
Sister Mary Brigid’s ministry in 
Peru, some schools have been able 
to receive proper teaching mate-
rials, a Montessori aide or lead 
teacher in the classroom, and a 
classroom in an orphanage.  

The addition of a roof onto this orphanage has made more space available for the students to learn and socialize.  The 
roof addition was made possible by donations from St. Patrick's Parish in Fairfax and other donors in Iowa.  

Suspice

My God,
I am yours

for time and eternity,
teach me to cast myself  

into the arms of
Your loving Providence

with the most lively,
unlimited confidence in  

Your Compassionate,  
tender pity.

Grant me,
O  most merciful Redeemer,

that whatever
You ordain or permit

may  be  acceptable to me.

Take from my heart  
all painful anxiety;

suffer nothing to sadden  
me but sin,

nothing to delight me  
but  the hope of 

coming to  
the possession of You,

My God and my All,
In Your everlasting Kingdom.

Amen

~ Catherine McAuley
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In 2005 during the Fourth Institute 
Chapter, five critical concerns were 
identified for the Sisters of Mercy to 
intensify their responses to critical 
needs of the times.  One of the criti-
cal concerns identified was to deep-
en and assimilate more consciously 
the practice of non-violence as an 
integral aspect of the charism of 
mercy.  Sister Martha Larsen, RSM 
is working directly to promote non-
violence in dangerous areas of our 
world as a member of the Michigan 
Peace Team.  

The Michigan Peace Team seeks a 
just world grounded in non-vio-
lence by providing training to its 
members and volunteers, support-
ing local peace groups, placing 
peace teams in areas of conflict both 
domestically and internationally and 
educating the public to vision and 
practice of non-violence.  As a team 
member, Sister Martha was recently 
working in Palestine pursuing peace 
through active non-violence. 

Bringing Peace to the Holy Land
The conflict in the 
Holy Land between 
the Israelis and the 
Palestinians has been 
an ongoing dispute 
over the right to 
live in the land of 
Palestine.   Each 
group believes it has 
the right to occupy 
Palestine.  Both the 
Palestinians whose 
ancestors lived and 
owned the land for 
centuries and the Israelis whose 
ancestors also lived and owned land 
for centuries and who now occupy 
the territory as a result of war, have 
claims on Palestine.  

In the face of violence in Palestine, 
Sister Martha works with 
Palestinian, Israeli and international 
peace activists in the pursuit of 
peace without the use of violence.  
Her actions of non-violence in 
Palestine include participating in 
peace demonstrations, conferences 
and seminars; being an international 
presence in tours of confiscated land; 
staying in Bedouin tents to try to 
prevent demolitions and providing 
a moral presence at checkpoints.  
Sister Martha has witnessed the 
efforts of many Palestinians to 
continue a tradition of nonviolence.   
Palestinians are educating their 
young people in nonviolence 
through the study of history, 
through political analysis; with 
dance and art; and providing Holy 
Land tours by Palestinians to educate 
internationals about the Palestine 
situation.  While Palestinian peace 
activists are brave to stand up for 

their people, Israeli peace activists 
also put their lives at risk by trying 
to convince Israeli soldiers not to act 
with violence.  

In April the Michigan Peace 
Team was recognized during 
the Second Bil’in International 
Conference on Popular Resistance 
for their attempt to bring peace 
through non-violent actions.  The 
Palestinian National Authority, 
the government of the Palestinian 
people, honored the Michigan Peace 
Team with a prestigious Certificate 
of Appreciation for the team’s 
outstanding support and courageous 
solidarity with the Palestinian 
people.  The award was given in the 
presence of 400 Palestinians, Israelis, 
and International peace activists.  

The work of peacekeeping groups 
such as the Palestinian and Israeli 
peace activists, Michigan Peace 
Team and other international peace 
organizations give Sister Martha 
hope that Palestinians and Israelis 
will learn to communicate without 
acts of violence and that there may 
be peace in the Holy Land.  

Sister Martha Larsen is missioned as a member of the 
Michigan Peace Team during the 2007 Chapter of the 
Cedar Rapids Regional Community.

In July Palestinians, Israelis and Internationals walked lightly in peace over the land 
in the village of Susiya in the South Hebron Hills.
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Providing Medical Care 
in Guatemala
In April, Sister Marge Friedhoff, 
RSM utilized her skills as a  nurse 
practitioner on a nine day mis-
sion trip to Los Hogares in Santa 
Apolonia, Guatemala.  This was 
her second mission trip to Los 
Hogares with the team from her 
parish church, St. Alphonsus of 
Greendale, Wisconsin. Her first 
trip was in the spring of 2005.  
Los Hogares is an orphanage, of 
about 90 children, run by the 
School Sisters of St. Francis in 
Guatemala City.

Located in the Sierra Madre 
Mountains, Santa Apolonia is 
about a two hour bus ride from 
Guatemala City.  This village and 
mountainous area is very poor. 
The water, when it is available, 
is contaminated and the electric-
ity in the village is sporadic. The 
people who are poor have lim-
ited access to health care, either 
because they can not get to a 
town with a doctor or they cannot 
afford the doctor or the medica-
tion he/she prescribes. 

St. Alphonsus has sponsored a 
mission trip to Santa Apolonia 
annually for the last nine years.  
Parishioners can participate in 
the mission trip by going on the 
trip or by giving donations for 
the supplies that the team needs 
for its work. Each member of the 
mission team is asked to raise the 
money needed to cover the cost of 
his/her travel and some extra for 

the projects that are worked on at 
the orphanage, or for the needs 
of the children  at the orphan-
age. The mission team members 
sleep on mats on the floor in the 
orphanage and eat their meals 
with the kids each day. Many of 
the meals are black beans and tor-
tillas and coffee. The rather primi-
tive conditions discourage many 
who might like to go but cannot 
do without their daily shower 
and their hair dryer or comfort-
able bed. Sister Marge feels very 
blessed by the generosity and 
prayerful support of the Sisters 
from the Cedar Rapids Regional 
Community that have helped to 
make these two trips possible. 
She also very much enjoys telling 
the Sisters about her experiences 
in Guatemala whenever she can. 
Sister Marge says that she really 
feels like she is an extension of her 
community when she is working 
in Guatemala. “I really am very 
aware of the fact that I wouldn’t 
be there (Guatemala) if it weren't 

for the donations and the prayers 
of both the Sisters and my family 
and friends.”

Besides the medical team there 
are some members of the mis-
sion team who do construction 
projects at the orphanage and 
some who do faith-sharing while 
working on arts and crafts or 
English as a Second Language 
(ESL) classes with the children 
at the orphanage. This year the 
construction team was preparing 
the rough lumber that was going 
into the roof of two of the houses 
under construction at the orphan-
age.  This included planning, 
sanding, and spraying the lumber 
with insecticide, after it had been 
cut to the correct length. The 
team members who did arts and 
crafts and faith sharing with the 
children of the orphanage tried 
to work on building self-esteem. 
Many of the children are in the 
orphanage because of some trag-
edy in their lives and need an ave-

Sister Marge Friedhoff (center) enjoys time after dinner visiting with girls in the orphanage.
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nue to work through their feelings 
of loss, sadness and even anger. 
Sister Marge worked in the clinic 
to provide free medical care to the 
people in the village and surround-
ing area.  The clinic is housed on 
the grounds of the orphanage, and 
was built by the mission team 8 
years ago, after the first mission 
trip, when the medical needs of the 
people became known to the mis-
sion team. The medical team sees 
patients of all ages who come and sit 
on the benches in front of the clinic 
until they are seen. Some are able 
to come on the bus that stops out-
side the gates of the orphanage and 
many walk for up to 3 hours to seek 
medical attention.  Announcements 
of the clinic being open are made 
in churches the week before the 
medical team arrives and also on the 
radio. Medications are very expen-
sive in Guatemala, so the team usu-
ally brings all the antibiotics, pain 
medication and vitamins, as well as 
diabetes and blood pressure medica-
tions with them. These are also dis-
pensed free of charge in the clinic.

In her most recent trip to Santa 
Apolonia, Sr. Marge came to real-
ize how significant even a cheap 
pair of reading glasses can be to 
the livelihood of a 
Guatemalan family. 
The women in the 
area do very beauti-
ful needle work on 
their blouses, called 
huipil. It takes 
an average of one 
month to complete 
the needle work on 
a single blouse.  If 
the needle work is 
good, the women 
can sell it for $60 to 
$80 at the market.  
But if the woman’s 

eye sight is failing her needle work 
does not look as good and she can 
not sell it.  Sister Marge saw sev-
eral women in the clinic this spring 
that were able to receive inexpen-
sive reading glasses from donations 
that will make it possible for those 
women to continue their beautiful 
needlework and help support their 
family.   

The people of Santa Apolonia and 
the children at the orphanage have 
made a significant impact on Sister 
Marge’s life.  She has seen how the 
people who have so little are so 
extremely grateful for everything 
that is done for them.   Sometimes 
patients expressed gratitude just to 
have someone listen and sympa-
thize with him or her. The children 
at the orphanage are so caring of 
each other and take delight in such 
simple things as reading a book or 
blowing bubbles. Sister Marge said 
she would love to continue to serve 
the people of Santa Apolonia. Not 
knowing whether there will be the 
support for future trips, she says that 
she always goes as if it will be the 
last. But she also knows in her heart 
that she will be connected with 
Los Hogares and Santa Apolonia in 
some way well into the future.   

Sister Marge sees a patient during her medical mission to Guatemala.

"Each day is a 
step we take towards 
eternity and we shall 
continue thus to step 

from day to day until 
we take the last step 
which will bring us 
into the presence of 

God."

~Catherine McAuley

Patrick L. Connolly,
brother of 

Sister Lillian Connolly

John Fidler,
brother of 

Sister Mary Rebecca Fidler

Rollin Frye, 
brother-in-law of 

Sister Mary Wilma Wolf

Mary Ellen Koppi,
sister of the late Sister 

Mary Clarence McDonald

Lucille McIntee,
Mercy Associate
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The children attending St. 
Timothy’s Nursery/Primary School 
in Ukwulu, Nigeria have much to 
be thankful for these days having 
been provided with desks, uniforms, 
books, school supplies and snacks.  
Such efforts to provide these items 
for the children have been led by 
Sister Mary Julia Kepros, RSM who 
has made it her mission the last two 
years to assist the school in the poor 
Nigerian village.  

Sister Mary Julia heard about the 
needs of St. Timothy’s Nursery/
Primary School from Sister 
Maria Regina Mgbakor, a Mount 
Mercy College student from the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary con-
gregation in Nigeria.  Sister Maria 
Regina’s congregation opened St. 
Timothy’s school in September 
2004 for children 2 to 10 years of 
age.  The school is housed in an 
old rice mill donated by the Chief 
Timothy of Ukwulu who has the 
dream to provide a Catholic educa-
tion for the children of his village.  
Although the school was able to 
provide a Catholic education for the 
children, it lacked the basic needs 
and supplies to help children learn, 

such as desks, books, and school 
supplies.  In an effort to provide 
the Nigerian children with the basic 
needs for learning, Sister Mary Julia 
collected items and funds from 
friends and relatives in the United 
States.

Last year, Sister Mary Julia had the 
opportunity to see her collections 
in good use when she visited St. 
Timothy’s Nursery/Primary School.  
Sister was greeted with the smiling 
faces of the school children so grate-
ful for the gifts provided.  Although 
the children now had learning mate-
rials, Sister Mary Julia still found 
much more to be desired for St. 
Timothy’s School. 

She saw these children tired from 
the long hot walks to school, thirsty 
as there is no well (bore hole) in 
the area and no electricity to pro-
vide lights or fans.  The school day 
begins at 7:30 a.m. and ends at 1:00 
p.m., during daylight hours and 
before the heat becomes unbear-
able.  Water is transported in by 
trucks to the landlocked village.  
Public transportation is not acces-
sible so students 
must walk up to 
approximately five 
miles each day for 
their education.  
Because she wit-
nessed these inad-
equate conditions, 
Sister Mary Julia 
has led an effort 

to provide the means for a school 
bus, well (bore hole) and generator 
for St. Timothy’s Nursery/Primary 
School.  

Sister Mary Julia has researched 
how to provide the children of St. 
Timothy’s with these necessities and 
is educating the community.  She 
is raising funds for a generator so 
that the school has electricity, a well 
to provide the village with water 
and a school bus, so that children 
can attend school without walking 
a great distance.  Sister Mary Julia 
hopes to be able to achieve her goal 
in providing these necessities by 
the end of this year with the help 
of community support.  An anony-
mous donor is planning to match 
up to $5,000 of funds received 
for a school bus for St. Timothy’s 
Nursery/Primary School.  

Many thanks go to friends and 
relatives in the United States who 
provided both funds and materials 
for St. Timothy’s Nursery/Primary 
School.  These gifts can help the 
Nigerian parents make a dream 
come true - their children educated.  

Sister Mary Julia Kepros is greeted at St. Timothy's 
Nursery/Primary School in Nigeria last year.

Sister Continues to Assist 
   Nigerian School
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Celebrations on the Hill
2007 Jubilee
Five Sisters of Mercy celebrated 
their jubilee this summer.  The first 
celebration for family and friends 
took place on Sunday, June 10 with 
a Mass at the Chapel of Mercy fol-
lowed by individual receptions for 
each sister.  A second celebration for 
Sisters of the Cedar Rapids Regional 
Community took place on Saturday, 
July 21 during the regional commu-
nity's Chapter.  

2007 Chapter
The final Chapter meeting of the 
Cedar Rapids Regional Community 
took place July 19 - July 22 at Sacred 
Heart Convent.  

The theme of the 2007 Chapter, 
Our Journey in Mercy the Dream 
Unfolds, engaged Sisters in prayer 
and discussions about the future of 
religious life and the emerging West 
Midwest Community.  They learned 
of the work of committees such as 
New Membership, Micro-Lending 
Program, AFIRM grants, Associates, 
and finance.

Guest speakers throughout the meet-
ings included opening remarks by 
Institute President, Sister Mary Was-
kowiak, RSM; justice presentation 
on racism by Sister Cora Billings, 
RSM; Sister Patti Donlin, RSM 
about New Membership and an 
overview of Mercy-sponsored works 
by Sister Angele Lutgen, BVM 
Executive Director of the Catherine 
McAuley Center; Tim Charles, 
President and  CEO of Mercy Medi-

2007 Jubilarians pictured are in front Sister Mary Maurice Schulte (60 years), in back from left to right are Sister Mary 
Wilma Wolf (70 years), Sister Roseline Kos (70 years), Sister Linda Bechen (25 years) and Sister Betty Carr (60 years).

Sisters celebrate the work of the final Cedar Rapids Chapter during the special jubilee dinner on Saturday, July 21.  
Pictured from left to right are Sister Mary Ellen Flaherty, Sister Shari Sutherland, Sister Delores Hannon and Sister Rita 
Waters.

cal Center in Cedar Rapids and Dr. 
Christopher R.L. Blake, President of 
Mount Mercy College.  

The evenings were filled with enter-
tainment and social activities.  

The Chapter concluded on Sunday, 
July 22 with the missioning cer-
emony of the Sisters from the Cedar 
Rapids Regional Community.    
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$5,000 and Above
Miriam Kirst
Janet Merfeld and Kevin Mur-
ray
Mercy Medical Center - 
   Medical Staff
David R. Stallman
 

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (2)
Margene and Patrick Beckham
John Paul and Phyllis Besong
Beatrice M. Brustkern
Mary J. Cashen
Margaret and John Christiano
David and Maureen Engle
Richard and Joan Garner
Jack and Faye Goslin
Randolph Hampton
Msgr. Donald P. Heineman
Mrs. Anna M. Hlas
Hogan - Hansen, P.C.
Rita O. Hohenshell
John and Patricia Holmes
Glenn and Bridget Janus
Jim Miller Nissan-Subaru
James and Sherrie Justice
John and Mary Kaufmann
Michael Anthony Kepros and 
   Peggy Rose Ross
Mercy Medical Center
Mount Mercy College 
   Faculty & Staff
Dennis and Marlene Murdock
Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart  
   Church
William and Kay Pitlik

Thank You!  
The following are names of individuals, organizations and businesses who have supported the 

Sisters of Mercy Cedar Rapids Regional Community financially from July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007.  

Norm and Esther Rahe
Donald and Jean Regan
Michael and Anna Mary Riniker
Gary and Cathy Rozek
M. Madeleine Sell
St. Joseph Parish ~ Marion, IA
St. Patrick Church ~ Fairfax, IA
Joanne Stevens and Thomas Jackson
Edward and Shirley Sullivan
Florence Sutherland
Michael and Lydia Talton
Michael and Pamela Whitters

$500 - $999
Anonymous (2)
Micheal and Marion Berger
Rev. Msgr. Russell Bleich
John and Cordelia Cosgrove
Francis R. Daly
Leo and Norma Drilling 
Rev. Charles J. Duster
Sharon and Kenneth Even
Clarice Frost
Genevieve O. Gatto
Sue Ann and Floyd Gouchee
Philip and Celene Healy
Judge August F. Honsell, Jr.
Fred and Sondra Honsell
Robert and Janis Kazimour
Shiela D. Kielly
Rev. Walter J. Kleinfehn
Carolyn Lohman
Michael and Kelly Martin
Peggy and James Meek
Michael J. Merfeld

Richard and Amy Mitchell
Alan and Julie Mroch
Premier Banks ~ 
   Maplewood, MN
Drs. Henry and Judith Plawecki
James M. Raher
Regis Middle School
Rinderknecht Associates, Inc.
Emmett and Mary Ann 
   Scherrman
Libby Slappey 
St. John Parish ~Mt. Vernon
Joseph and Arlene Thome
Dr. Todd M. Walker
Maxine E. Welch

$250 - $499
Bruce and Maura Carland
Rev. Gerald A. Condon
Josephine P. Cook
Jane F. Dorman
Donald and Rita Erusha
LaVerne W. Flagel
William and Marnie Fletcher
Rev. Patrick G. Geary
Magda and Tony Golobic
Leon and Mary Hartogh
Pete and Jeannie Kalb
James Kennedy
Dona M. Kubicek
Timothy and Noreen Lauster
Earl and Patricia Lynch
Theresa Lynch
Dr. Robert and Louise    
   McMaster
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Edward and Mary Meissner
Lawrence and Ruth Murphy
David and Mary Neuhaus
Louis and Norma Nilles
Marilyn and Tom Olson
James and Diane Peters
Ray and Jean Petrzelka
Margaret Preziosi
M. Loretta Reidy
Lyle and Lynn Ries
Theresa J. Robinson
Ryan Companies US, Inc.
Salesian Missions
Joseph L. Shimek
Steven Serrot and 
   Nancy M. Angenend Serrot
St. Pius X School District
Linda Stoll
Robert and Charlotte Sweeney
Lloyd A. Vogt
Karen Volz
Mary L. Voss
Steven and Michele Whitty
Dr. Martin and Diane 
   Wiesenfeld
William and Carol Wild
Michael and Marikay Wolf

$100 - $249
Ruth M. Altermatt
Father David Ambrosy
Anonymous Gifts (4)
David and Ruth Ard
Mary V. Arnold
J. R. Ashpole
Patty M. Barnes
Rev. Ardel H. Barta
Rev. Msgr. James O. Barta
Clayton and Lillian Barton
Elsie M. Bateman
Howard and Susan Beals
Verlyn and Jean Beck
Josh and Virginia Beckham
Elizabeth Bednar-Ernst
Denise Behmer

Robert and Peggy Bevenour
Ruth A. Bickel
Michael and Suzanne Blouin
F. James and Mary Bradley
Ellen Brinkerhoff
Charles and Joan Burke
Joellen Burns
Father Robert J. Busher
Mary and David Butterfield
Sylvia A. Campion
Teresa and Robert Canfield
Martha and James Caristi
Josiah F. K. Carroll
Catholic Laymans Club
William and Catherine Chihak
Joan Cimpl
Circle Computer Resources
William Cisler
Collins Community Credit Union
Anita F. Connolly
Eileen Cordingley
Doug Cramer
Bernardine Curoe, SVM
William and Vi Marie Cusick
Frank and Jamia Daily
Susan and Kevin Daly
Buelane Daugherty
Joseph Day
Richard and Linda Dearinger
Susan K. Del Guidice
Patricia A. Delagardelle
Ronald and Rosemary Denny
Diane C. Dettling
Vickie J. Deutsch
Diane L. DeVine
Lyle and Joan Dockwell
Leonard Dolezal
Larry and Cynthia Donaldson
Mary Ann Donnelly
Lois J. Donovan
Mary Ellen Doughty
John and Linda Dowd
Clifford and Dorothy Dunnwald
Donald and Gail Dunnwald
Josefina L. Durin

Bernard and Madlyn Erdman
Darlene Ernst
Gregory and Kimberly Ernst
Donald D. Even
Fairfax State Savings Bank
Rev. Msgr. Robert L. Ferring
Arlene Fiala
John and Jane Fischer
Regis and Elaine Fitzgerald
Donald and Jan Flynn
Rick and Donna Flynn
Barbara E. Foley and Brad Fregger
Gary and Jean Foster
Robert H. Foster
Edward J. Gallagher, Jr.
Richard and Alene Gates
Imelda F. Geraghty
Rev. Msgr. Karl Glovik
Ron and Linda Godwin
Gary Gossman
Mary M. Grace
Marcus and Catherine Gullickson
Robert and Pauline Haage
Dennis and Nancy Haefner
Brent Hanna and 
   Mary Derga Hanna
Irene Harrington
Mary Jean Harrington
Donald and Marilyn Helfter
Terry and Linda Heller
Linda Henecke
John and Nancy Herring
Kathleen Hesse
Bernadette A. Hlas
Emilia L. Hranchook
Brenda and James Husak
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
Marge Jacobs
William and Rosemary Jacobson
R. Paul and Arlene Jaehrling
Dr. Frank and Margaret Jaszcz
Robert and Patricia Jennings
Jerome and Celeste Johannes
Diane Johnson
William K. Jones
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Arlene Jorde
Jane E. Junge
Thomas and Dolores Kalb
John and Debra Kemp
Knights of Columbus ~ Council 909 
Knights of Columbus ~ Council 539
Esther and John Kofron
Michael and Tammy Koolbeck
Mary A. Krauel
Susan R. Kraus
Randall C. Krejci
George M. Kremenak
Dean and JoAnn Kron
Robert and Caroline Kucharski
Rev. Msgr. Edgar J. Kurt
Rose Kvidera
Carlton and Wilma Lake
Joseph and Rose Marie Lambert
Dan Leary
Clair and Mary Lensing
Earl C. Lilly
Dr. Zinnia Lim
James and Charlotte Locher
Carole S. Maher
Donald and Margaret Malik
Dr. Christopher and Mamata   
   Marme
Orville and Mary Mauer
Irene McAleer
Joseph and Roseanne Mashek
Father Robert T. McAleer
Thomas and Janet McAleer
Mili and Joe McDermott
Wilma McGrane
Lawrence E. McGrath
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. McNamara
Zeineb Mehdi
Thomas and Betty Meis
Maria Regina Mgbakor, IHM
Helen Miller
Carol A. Mobbs
Rev. John W. Moran
Thomas and Margaret Murphy
Cecilia Navratil
Tom F. Neenan

New Haven Altar & Rosary Society
Dr. Robert Nicholson and 
   Dr. Mary Tarbox
C. Bruce and Donna Nunemaker
Eugene and Frances O’Brien
Joseph and Corrine Ohligschlager
Darlene E. Oldham
Kenneth and Barbara Owen
James and Kathleen Parent
James and Diane Patterson
Charles and Mary Ann Peters
Philip and Barbara Peterson
Lloyd and Sandra Phelps
Audrey Pospisil
Julie and Gary Praegitzer
Dr. John and Joyce Puk
Dr. David and Mary Jo Rater
Jennifer Reed
Francis and Lucille Reicks
Henry and Jill Reicks
Dr. Curt and Sigrid Reynolds
Sandra and Gene Richards
Agnes Riley
Byron and Sylvia Riley
Johnie and Joan Roberts
Orville and Rosemary Roling
Eleanor Rought
Joseph and Mary Ryan
Louis and Mary Ryan
Margaret E. Ryan
Patricia L. Ryan
Thomas and Debra Ryan
Mary C. Salmon
Alvin J. Sattler
Catherine L. Schmidt
Danny and Sherry Schmitz
Paul and Mary Jo Schreck
Ch. Col. LaVerne L. Schueller
Eugene R. Schwarting
Curtis J. Selzer
William and Catherine Sheka
Joseph L. Shimek
Stephen Spates
St. Joseph School Religious 
   Education - Marion, Iowa

Barbara A. Staskal
Ruth Strathman
Grant and Debra Straub
Carol M. Sudmeier
Greg and Raelene Sutherland
Donald and Rita Towe
Thomas and Gail Towe
Jo Ann and George Tribukait
Barb Uselman
Alice Vick
Rev. Robert R. Vogl
Blanche Walker
Bernadette A. Walsh
Lawrence and Mary Ward
John and Mary Jo Weber
Richard and Marilyn Weber
Robert and Gertrude Weldon
Bernard and Colleen Wetli
Rev. James R. White
Thomas E. Whitty
Anne Wiesner
Vincent and Xoa Wolf
Mary Jane and James Zieser

$1 - $99
Marie Acevedo
Wanda Alderman
Alliant Energy Foundation
Arlene Anderle
Nancy N. Andreesen
Jill Andersen
Dorothy Anderson
Dr. George and LaVonne Andrew
Anonymous (11) 
Duane and Colleen Arnold
Duane and Kathryn Arnold
Joan Arthurs
Randy Aschbrenner
Ron and Pat Ashlock
Sheryl Augustin
Dianne and John Austad
Marguerite Bagby
Colette M. Baldwin, RSM
Diane and Marvin Banton
Steven and Kathy Barltrop
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Anita and Robert Barrett
Joan M. Barron
Mary Ann Barry
Charles and Ellen Barth
Martha J. Beaudry
Marlys Becker, OSF
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce M. Beckford
Marjorie B. Beed
Terry K. Benesch
Janan and Robert Berstler
William Bills
Pat Birk
Marie A. Biwer
Florence A. Black
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher R. L.   
   Blake
Robert F. Blaser
Betty Bockenstedt
Bonnie A. Boddicker
Helen Boddicker
Jan Boddicker
Mark, Pam and Leila Boddicker
Rosemary A. Bogge
Nadine E. Brady
Patrice M. Brady
Richard Brandenberg
Arlene Brecht
John and Mary Bredl
Robert and Diane Brighi
Erika Brockmeyer
Marianne and R. Todd Brown
Roberta Brustkern
Patricia Buehler
Christopher and Michelle Burke
Madeline M. Burke
Pat and Renee Burke
Kent D. Burkle
Kenneth and Suisan Burnside
Jacqueline M. Buschette
John J. Bush
Katherine Byrd
Teresa and Gerald Byrne
Thomas and Gloria Byrne
David J. Byrnes
Elizabeth Byrnes

Mary Cristina Caballero, RSM
Myrtle J. Cagle
Kevin Carlson
Louis and Jane Carpentier
Keith and Norma Carr
William and Kathleen Casey
Donald Cashman
Joseph and Tami Cerruto
Helen Chadima
Mary A. Charles
Hattie Cibula
Richard and Denise Coates
Christine and Eldron Cobb
Donna M. Colbeck
Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Cole
Dominic and Antoinette Colletti
Joe and Gail Conlan
Thomas and Kathy Conley
Rita Connell, RSM
Earle and Janet Cooper
Kim and Matthew Corkery
Mary F. Cota
Jimmie and Patricia Coutentos
Walter and Donna Curtin
Patricia and Thomas Davis
Day, Rettig, Peiffer, PC
Elizabeth Dearborn
John and Eloise Dedich
Carol and Patrick Deignan
Thomas and Mary DeLille 
Rita Della Valle
Gerald and Mary Devine
Judy K. Devine
Dr. and Mrs. Albert M. Dolan
Mary Mercedes Dolan
Marilyn Dorrance
Steve and Carol Doser
Frank J. Drahos
Orvin Drilling
Ken and Jane Drish
Ruth C. Dunlay
Betty Dunn
Francis J. and Dorothy Dunnwald
James and Marcie Dunnwald
Sister Benjamin Duschner, PBVM

R. L. and Gayla Dvorak
Margaret E. Ebel
Marcella E. Eckermann
Kristie and Chad Eggleston
Gene and Madonna Einwalter
Deborah and David Ellingrod
Michael and Sande Ellis
Betty M. Emerson
Diane M. Engelhardt
Patricia and Joe Entz
Bernard and Jo Erenberger
Kenneth and Georgianna Erger
Robert and Arlene Erusha
Robert and Lucy Etringer
Joyce Evans
Martha Evans
Mary E. Evers
Laurie A. Farnan
Anne Feeney
Darrell and Sandra Ferreter
Kathleen and Gary Finholt
Zane and Beverly Firkins
First Presbyterian Church 
   Ladies’ Circle
Margaret Fitzgerald
Ellen and James Fitzpatrick
Joseph and Virginia Fleming
Sherrie M. Fletcher
Dorothy and Jose Flores
Donna and Dewain Fluckiger
Bernadine Follett
Arlis A. Ford
Forestry Consulting Services
Rita Fox
John and Kim Frein
Mark and Rose Frein
Jennifer and Jeffrey Frieden
James and Patricia Friedl
Deborah and Anthony Gaddini
Vincent and Joanne Gaffney
Beverly and Jack Gales
Evelyn G. Gallagher
J. Patrick and Pam Geraghty
Dr. Joseph and Linda Givvin
Meliha L. Glisic
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Maureen Godar
Patricia and Ron Gonder
Charles and Agnes Gradoville
Joan Gray
Leo and Louise Greco
Marie Greer
Marvin and Mary Gregor
Lucille Grobstick
Christine and Thomas Gust
Catherine M. Haage
Maureen Haddeman
Donald and Lucille Haley
Margaret A. Hanlon
Joseph Hansen
Joyce P. Hanson
Bob Happel
Cecelia Harmeyer
Dr. and Mrs. Percy G. Harris
Harriett Hart
Deb and Craig Hartman
Paul Harvey
Matt Hastings
Vincent Hatt
Donald and Mary Lou Hattery
Bernard Hayek and Roseann 
   Wiley Hayek
Lawrence G. Healy
Chris Heck
Mary Corita Heid, RSM
Carol and Joseph Heim
Harvey and Winnifred Helm
Francis and Barbette Henderson
Jennifer and Dennis Henderson
John and Frances Hennessey
Robert and Alice Hennessy
Vernon A. Henny
Genevieve Herber
Grace Hernandez
Dorothy M. Herrington
Clarice Hickman
Alice and Earl Hicok
Hills Bank and Trust Company
Esther M. Hlas
Jose Hobday, OSF

Christine Hofferd
Robert and Regina Hofferd
Nancy and Thomas Hora
Sue Ellen M. Hosch
Lary and Barbara Hostak
Mary and Roger Hostetler
House of Welcome
Ida Houser
Esther Hovey
Ralph Howe
Paul and Linda Huber
Walter and Sofia Huk
Virginia R. Hunt
Ruth Huntbach
Peter and Marilyn Husak
J.L. and Bonnie Hutchcroft
Paul and Rita Hutchins
William and Martha Hutchins
Patricia S. Intlekofer
Lorraine Irwin
James and Mary Lou Jacobi
Michele Jaehrling
Pauline A. Jaksich
Richard and Marvel Jean Janko
Donald and Lois Jennings
Paula and Richard Johnson
Dolores M. Kaiden
Beverly Kanak
Michael Kanellis
Rev. George Karnik
Kory Kazimour
Robert and Patricia Kellner
Elizabeth Kelly
Jean and Ervin Kelzenberg
Donald and Ruth Kemp
Don and Darlene Kerker
Ken and Sue Keune Family 
Elizabeth M. Keyser
Michael and Barbara Klappholz
Patrice Klein, RSM
Gary and Dolores Kloubec
Mary Ellen Kokontis
Ruth Konecny
Elmer M. Konzen

Michael and Tammy Koolbeck
Lillian E. Kopecky
Ridgeway Koppi
Joseph and Patricia Korman
Frances and Robert Kraemer
Duane and Yvonne Kramer
Kathy and Steven Krusie
Genevieve Kucera
Donald and Ruth Kuhn
Steven and Susan Kullander
Rev. Eugene Kutsch
S. Janella Labanowsky
Anne M. Lampe
Rev. Msgr. Charles E. Lang
Michael L. Langheim
Mary Larson
Helen and Edward Lauer
Rev. Msgr. Edward W. Lechtenberg
Irene C. Lechtenberg
Elizabeth Leeland
Mark and Lisa Lehmkuhl
Gertrude M. Lentz
Rev. Msgr. William P. Leonard
Larry and Darlene Lerch
Rebecca and Joseph Lesnik
George R. Lester
Thomas and Donna Lieb
Peter and Nancy Lilly
John and Carole Livingston
Karen H. Lobovits
Michael and Barbara Long
Melissa Looney
Bernard and Charlene Lowe
Marge Ludwig
Terri and Dennis Ludwig
Carol A. Lund
Linda Lundahl
Charles F. Luster
Sharon and Joseph Lutgens
Earl and Patricia Lynch
Theresa Lynch
Patricia Maas
Wilma Macalalag
Stefanie O. MacDonald
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George and Betty Machacek
Thomas and Nancy Macklin
Carole S. Maher
Jim Maher
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene D. Mahnke
Andy and Mildred Majewski
Rosemary C. Malik
Vonita Mallory
Rachel A. Manning
Jeanne Manternach
Martha A. Mara
Rosemary Maresh
Rita and Cliff Marine
Joyce A. Marme
Vincent and Bernice Martensen
Rita M. Martin
Donald Marx
William and Sheryl Matus
Joe and Nancy Mausser
Hugh and Donna McAleer
John J. McAleer
Robert and Rosemary McAleer
Robert and Janice McArthur
John and Geneva McCallum
Renalda McComas
Pauline McCormack
James J. McCracken
John and Lois McDonald
Carlene McDonnell
Maureen McGarrigle, RSM
Mae McGuire
Eugene and Edna McManus
Delores Hiner McNeill
Elsie Meehan
Lucille Melchert
Gretchen Mellberg
Antoinette K. Merwald
John and Mary Mettenburg
Cecelia Meyer
Susan and Kirk Meyer
Andrew and Mary Rita Meyers
Jacqueline Mich
Sheila McDonnell Mickus
Ronald and Mary Mikkola
Nadine Miller

Pauline and Harold Miller
Sylvia Miller
Virgil and Rose Mary Miner
Anita Minor
Terrie and Joseph Mlodzik
Randy L. Mohn
Joseph G. Molitor
Mary L. Morgan
Leo Morrissey
Teresa C. Moser
Rita and Gene Mosley
Lorrenne M. Mulherin
Gerald and Mary Mulroney
Joyce Munson
Elena Murillo
Helen G. Murray
Raymond and Donna Murray
Laddie and Linda Nachazel
Karen and Robert Nemecek
Joseph and Cynthia Neuhaus
Elleta Nolte
Angela Noncek
Angela and Ray Noonan
Willard and Marie Noonan
William F. Nunemaker
Cora A. O’Brien
Kathleen O’Brien
Joan Ochs
Danny L. O’Connell
John and Barbara O’Connell
Margaret O’Connell
Patricia M. O’Donnell
Mary K. Oetker
Julia Olander
Margaret Oldham
Mary Ann Oldham
Pamela K. Oldham
Bernard and Sally Ollinger
Mark and Annette Olsen
Mary Ann and Samuel Osborn
Inge Bickel Osborne and 
   James Osborne
Timothy and Caroline O’Shea
Wylie and Beverley Osler
Rev. Paul J. Otting

Pauline Ovel
Dan and Theresa Owens
Viola Palmersheim
Rose Palumbo
Anne and Gene Parker
Shirley and Dale Parker
Janet and Douglas Parsonage
Donna and James Pascolla
Joyce Pavek
Sylvia Pecinovsky
Marie Peters
W. Jack and Dorothy Peterson
Edward Petruska
Donald and Karen Pfeiler
Cathy and Larry Phearman
Glen and Lisa Pietan
Robert and Susan Pinchotti
Bennie and Vi Pospisil
Elizabeth Priban
Bernard J. Price
Dolores and Robert Prucha
Mary D. Pusateri
Rory and Delia Puzon
Deloris and Anthony Quint
Ruth A. Ransom
Rev. Linus E. Rasing
Donald and Mary Jean Recker
Joseph R. Regan
Virginia Regan
Rita Rehak
Tim and Paula Reicks
Sharon Reilly and Robert Naujoks
Florence H. Renner
Rich and Kelly Renner
Steven and Chetna Renner
Mary L. Reu
Carol A. Reyman
Thomas and Rebecca Richardson
Dolores C. Riepe
Kate and Gene Ries
Dr. John and Mary Kay Ritchie
Peter and Joan Robichaud
Carolyn Rocca
Sandra and Michael Rochford
Keith and Avis Roethler
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Eleanor and Ivan Rohde
Carolyn M. Rokke
Elmer and Cecilia Rolfes
Wilma Rosenboom
Dorothy J. Roy
Mary Michon Rozmajzl, RSM
Bernadette Ryan
Sacred Heart Church~Eagle Grove
Wilmer and Mary Ann Salz
Eugene and LaVonne Sandor
Karen and Norman Sasek
Pamela and Thomas Satern
Kevin and Ann Satterly
Richard and Patricia Sauer
Corita Saunders
John and Margaret Saunders
Elizabeth L. Schatz
Dr. Rachel Schemmel
Loretta Schmidt
Robert and Mary Schmidt
Dorothy J. Schmitz
Elaine Schmitz
Marilyn Schnack
Frank and Mary Jo Schneider
Mary E. Schneider
Judith and Kenneth Schneiderman
Roger and Shirley Scholtes
Dr. Thomas Schroeder
Dr. Thomas and Mary Ann 
   Schueller
Art and Karen Schulte
Marlene and Robert Schulte
Jane Schuyler and David Sharpe
Donald and Diana Schwartze
Carmelita T. Scott
Mary C. Scott
Joan Sebetka
Marcel and Susie Sebetka
Scott and Mary Jo Seibert
Scott and Terrie Seibert
Kenneth O. Selzer
Julie Sexton
Bernard and Nancy Shade
Margaret and John Shatek
Joan and John Sherwin

Shive Hattery Engineers & 
   Architects
Mark and Lora Shores
Bridjetta J. Shuhert
Jay Shuldiner
Michael and Cecilia Simpson
Catherine Sinnwell
Kenneth and Kathleen Sippy
Cecil R. Slach
Donald and Helen Smith
Douglas and Shirley Smith
Janet and Jack Smith
Jerome and Sarah Smith
Robert C. Snow
Roxann and Eric Sorenson
Virginia F. Soukup
Iona Spartz
St. Patrick Church ~ Anamosa, IA
St. John Church ~ Clarion, IA
St. Tarcissus Women’s Club
Erma Stallman
John and Marcella Stallman
Kay Stallman
John and Renee Stapley
Sara Stark
Marvin and Ruth Staton
Angela and Bryan Steffen
Lloyd and Jane Steffen
Jack and Dorothy Steinberg
Steve and Jean Steinkamp
Mildred Streif, RSM
Ruth and James Struve
Michael and Connie Stusak
C. J. and Therese Styers
Laura Sudmeier
Gerald T. Sullivan
Josephine and John Sullivan
Mary Ann Sullivan
Roxanne Sundell
Sharon A. Tauke
Karen J. Taylor
Sara Thill
Mary and Donald Thompson
Three Rivers Telecom Pioneers
Sister Jean Thuerauf

Rev. Msgr. Thomas E. Toale
Dale and Sara Todd
Gene and Kathleen Todd
Leo and Carol Tomash
Tony Tomash
Robert E. Tracy
David and Dolores Trcka
Thomas and Phyllis Trcka
Fritz and Kathy Tuchel
Shirley Tudor
Edward A. Turner
Robert P. Turnis
Michelle and Steve Turriff
Mary Valenta
Richard and Liz Valliere
David and Eileen Van Gorp
Joseph and Bernadine Vandewalle
Jim VanScoyoc
Bonnie Varvaris
Elaine J. Voss
Jill and Tim Voss
James and Dorothy Vrba
Sandra Saddoris Wagener
Dianne and J.L. Wagner
Maxine Wagner
John and Mary Ellen Wall
Audrey A. Walmsley
Rev. John J. Walsh
Florence Waltman
Michael and Jeanne Wampler
Kenneth and Marjorie Washburn
Robert and Darlene Waterhouse
Mary T. Watkins
Donna Weber
LeRita Weber
Charles and Faustine Weepie
Eileen J. Welsh
Inez Welsh
Dorothy Whiston
Michael W. Whitehill
William and Penny Whitters
Robert L. Wichman
Dale and Marilyn Wicke
Jean and Robert Wiese
Jackie Wildgen
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Patricia Wilfinger
Judith Wilkin
Calvin and Eileen Williams
Dolores M. Wilson
Julie M. Wilson
Marcella Wilson
Robert and Rae Winks
Daisy W. Wisher
John and Elizabeth Witt
Ronald and Betty Woerdehoff
Lyndon and Rose Marie Wolf
Paul and Mary Lou Wolter
Warren P. Wood
Richard and Betty Worrell
Christine and Charles Wright
Loren and Rosemary Zabokrtsky
Jacqueline A. Zbaracki
Harold Zenisek
Maureen Zimmerman  
 

Donations from the 
Sisters
The following are Sisters of Mercy 
from the Cedar Rapids Regional 
Community who have supported the 
community with a donation from their 
patrimony or works from July 1, 2006 
to June 30, 2007

Sister Mary Martin Axen, RSM
Sister Genevieve Birchard, RSM
Sister Mary Irene Burns, RSM
Sister Joseph Marie Busher, RSM
Sister Betty Carr, RSM
Sister Mary Clementine 
   Cashman, RSM
Sister Mary Charlene Chase, RSM
Sister Mary Patricia Conlan, RSM
Sister Mary Corkery, RSM
Sister Elizabeth Derga, RSM
Sister Emily Devine, RSM
Sister Roxanne Dolak, RSM
Sister James Marie Donahue, RSM
Sister Mary K. Doughan, RSM
Sister Susan Dunnwald, RSM

Sister Mary Andre’ Fenelon, RSM
Sister Mary Ellen Flaherty, RSM
Sister Lucy Frein, RSM
Sister Margaret Mary 
   Friedhoff, RSM
Sister Sheila Geraghty, RSM
Sister Anne M. Healy, RSM
Sister Mary Brian Kelly, RSM
Sister Roseline Kos, RSM
Sister Rose Mary Kucera, RSM
Sister Bernice Kurt, RSM
Sister Mary Kurt, RSM
Sister Mary Dorothy LaVigne, RSM
Sister Bonita Lentz, RSM
Sister Rose Marie Martensen, RSM
Sister Mary Lou Podzimek, RSM
Sister Mary Kathleen 
   Saunders, RSM
Sister Joan Margret Schwager, RSM
Sister Theresa Ann Spitz, RSM
Sister Kathy Thornton, RSM
Sister Mary Wilma Wolf, RSM
Sister Susan Widdel, RSM

Total donations 
received from July 1, 

2006 to June 30, 2007 
$272,249.15

Unrestricted
$199,671.90
SHC Masses & Hospitality 
$2,550.00
Retirement 
$37,759.96
Restricted - Specific Ministry 
$23,007.29
Restricted - Other  
$7,510.00
Special Projects 
$1,750.00
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In-Kind Donations
Kathy Barnes
Edward and Eileen Brecht
Father Clement Burke
Gene and Sally Burke
Mary Clementine 
   Cashman, RSM
Electronic Print, Inc.
Fairfax State Savings Bank
Matt Hastings
Paul and Rita Hutchins
Mary Charmaine 
   Le Maire, BVM
Earl C. Lilly
Sheila Pauly
Rinderknecht Associates, Inc.
Elmer and Cecilia Rolfes
Julie Sexton
John and Margaret Saunders
Shive Hattery Engineers 
   & Architects
St. Joseph School 
   Religious Education
United Technologies
Celeste Wobeter, ND
Loren and Rosemary   
    Zabokrtsky

* Every effort has been 
made to include all 
donors to the Sisters of 
Mercy Cedar Rapids 
Regional Community 
from July 1, 2006 to 
June 30, 2007.  We 
regret any omission that 
has been made in pro-
ducing this list.  

The Mercy Legacy Society recognizes individuals who have generously 
committed to make a philanthropic gift to the Sisters of Mercy through 
a planned gift.   A planned gift can be made without spending current 
income by designating the Sisters of Mercy as a beneficiary in one's will, 
life insurance policy or retirement assets.  Donations of cash, stocks or real 
estate are also types of gifts that can be made.

For more information about becoming a member of the Mercy Legacy 
Society contact, Melissa Looney, Director of Development and Commu-
nications at (319) 364-5196 x123 or log onto the Sister of Mercy Cedar 
Rapids Regional Community web site at www.sistersofmercycr.org.  

Mercy Legacy Society

Members of the 
Sisters of Mercy Legacy Society

Tom and Jeanne Amosson
Anonymous (4)
Ms. Barb Ashby
Dr. John L. Banks
Steve and Kathy Baltrop
Steve and Carol Doser
Gary E. Gossman
Sue A. Gouchee
Randolph Hampton
Joyce P. Hanson
Wally and Rosemary Jamieson
Glenn and Bridget Janus
Shiela D. Kielly
Rev. Msgr. Edward W. 
   Lechtenberg
George Lester

J. Edward Lundy
Mrs. Michael J. 
   (Dorothy) Molony
Cecilia E. Navratil
Raymond and Jean Petrzelka
Eleanor A. Rought
Margaret E. Ryan
Kenneth and Judith 
   Schneiderman
Madeleine Sell
M. (Michael) Chris Shimon
Ms. Joan Clark Thompson
Steve and Michelle Turriff
Mrs. Lois Verdow
Karen A. Volz
Mrs. Maxine Welch
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Honorary Tributes & Memorials 
The following have had donations made in their name as an honorary tribute 

or memorial gift from July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007.

Honorary Tributes
2007 Jubilarians
Sister Mary Jo Baldus
Sister Linda Bechen
Lucille Besler
Ruth Bickel
Sister Betty Carr
Sister Mary Clementine 
   Cashman
Sister Mary Corkery
The Cooper Family
Sister Elizabeth Derga
Sister James Marie Donahue
Sister Mary K. Doughan
Chris and Jackie Doyle
Sister Susan Dunnwald
Sister Jane Ehrhardt
Sister Mary Alice Ernst
Sister Anne Fiala
Sister Mary Ellen Flaherty
Sister Pauline Fox
Edward Frein
Sister Gladys Frein
Sister Lucy Frein
Sister Veronica Gorman
Tara Healy
Regina M. Hofferd
Charles Hogan
Margaret Hostak
Sister Philomena Husak
Sister Mary Raye Hutchcroft
Michele Jaehrling
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Jennings
Sister Mary Brian Kelly
Sister Mary Julia Kepros
Dee Kintzle
Sister Roseline Kos

Daniel Kula
Kevin Kula
Mark Kula
Matthew Kula
Sister Bernice Kurt
Sister Mary Kurt
Sister Mary Dorothy LaVigne
Sister Bonita Lentz
Sara Zbaracki Lettieri
Andy and Mildred Majewski
Sister Rose Marie Martensen
Orville and Mary Mauer
The Miller Families
Sister Dorothy Elizabeth 
   Montgomery
Mount Mercy College Staff
Sister Peg Murphy
The Murray family
Louise Newmaster
Donna Nunemaker
Sister Brigid O’Connell
Mike O’Connell
Sister Susan O’Connor
Sister Mary Lou Podzimek
Sister Laura Reicks
Karen and Norman Sasek
Sister Mary Kathleen Saunders
Sister Mary Maurice Schulte
Nancy M. Shade
Sister Mary Ann Shimek
Sister Maurita Soukup
Sister Shari Sutherland
Sisters of Mercy
Teachers K-12 at Immaculate 
Conception in Cedar Rapids
   1942-1955
Henry Thompson Family

Rita Jane Towe
Jody Van Hove
John Van Hove
Mary L. Voss
Sister Marilyn Ward
LeRita Weber
Sister Mary Cephas Wichman
Rex Willis
Sister Mary Wilma Wolf
Betty and Dick Worrell

Memorials
H.A. and Lucile Adams
Lyle and Nicholas Alexander
Sheldon and Margaret 
   Allendorf
Sister Mary Martin Axen
Ed Bagby
Sister Mary Laurentia Barron
Donald and Florence Berger
Don Bertrand
W. Jeanne Bertrand
Alice M. Bevenour
John P. Bickel
Lawrence Bildstein
Sister Mary Matthew Biwer
Helen Black
Sister Mary Mark Blessington
Mary Oberreuter Boddicker
Donald J. Bogge
James Bohr
Joseph Bousek
Francis B. Brady
Frank and Norma Brighi
Jacob and Charlotte Brinkerhoff
Art Brustkern
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   Edward C. Holland Family
Thomas and Matilda Holtz
LaVern Holub
Clinton and Veronica Hughes
Dr. James Intlekofer
Madalyn Intlekofer
Jan Marie Jaehrling
Royden and Florence Jaehrling
Andrew Jennings
Angeline C. Jennings
James Jennings
Sister Rosemary Jewell
Helen Kadlec
William J. Kanak
Ralph and Mary Rae Kanengieter
John and Mary Kazimour
Sister Mary Clarice Keefe
Sister Mary Sebastian Keefe
Lois Hennessey Kelly
The Kemp family
Becky Kemp
Claudia Spitzenberger Kennedy
Dan and Anne Kenzie
Sister Mary Valeria King
Peter and Maria Klimek
Sister Mary Laetitia Konecny
Mary Kopp
Bill and Mary Kos
Mike and Rose Krall
Wilbert B. Krauel
Lillian Krejci-Robison
Jetta Schooley Kuba
David Kula
Leroy Kula
Margaret Kula
Mark Kucharski
Lola Leary
Joanne Lemire
Sister Mary Winifred Lence
Charles Lentz
Jean Lester
Sister Mary Anthony Livingston
Maurice Longfellow
Lost lives in Iraq and Afganistan
Joseph R. Loufek

Maurice and Anna Fenelon
Richard and Helen Ferreter
Art Ferrie
Tim Ferrie
Wencil Fiala
Anne Fischels
Clarice Flagel
Catherine L. Flaherty
Former Teachers
Mary K. Foster
Eileen Fox
Anna Mae Frein
Matt and Marie Frein
Deceased members of the 
   Friedl Family
Isabelle Gansen
Mary G. Gansen
Rick Garner
Grace Gassman
Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Gifford
Joseph Givvin, Sr.
Rose Gober
The Karl Gorlitz family
Nee Gorman
John J. Grace
Deceased members of the 
   Grady Family
Don Gray
Marjorie Green
Ronald A. Haage
Sister Mary Lawrence Hallagan
Sister Francis Mary Hallstein
Clement and Catherine Hanson
Sister Mary St. Jude Haywood
Florence Healy
Orie, Florence and Jack Heid
The Hennessey Family
John Hernandez
Mildred Duffy Herrmann
James Loftus Hesse
Cliff Hickman
Sister Mary Imelda Hippler
Laura Hillebrand
Sister Rita Hlas
Deceased members of the 

Sister Mary Lorenz Buckley
Sister Mary Georgine Budke
Sister Mary de Pazzi Burns
Sister Joseph Marie Busher
Clifford J. Cashen
Sister Mary Eleanor Cashman
Sister Mary Thomasine Cashman
Lillian Chihak
Willie Chihak
Harold Clapson
Lee and Katie Coito
The Condon family
Lucille Conlan
Orville Conlan
Tom and Sophie Conley
Sister Mary Danielita Cooper
Charles and Kirby Cordingley
Gertrude Cosgrove
Deceased members of the 
   Cota Family
Dale Covington
Elsie Cunningham
Sister Mary Eileen Cusick
Debra S. Davis
Sister Gladys Daly
Joan Davis
Sister Siena Davis
Catherine Dennis
Sister Leonice Derga
Bernard and Elenora Devine
Dick and Dale Devine
Family members and teachers 
   over the years in DeWitt
Darwin and Bonnie Differding
The Differding Girls
Joseph and Thelma Dolak
Maxine Drahos
Sister Mary Edmund Dunn
Irene Dunnwald
Larry Dunnwald
Alma Erusha
Milver Erusha
Ruth Esper
Herman and Marie Even
Dwain E. Evers
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Lucille W. Loufek
Elizabeth M. Loughron
Francis Ludwig
Rita M. Luster
Martin and Donald R. Luther
Sister Mary Roberta Lyness
Donald Maas
John Francis Maher
Frank and Elizabeth Majewski
Elmer, David, Harry and Easter   
   Mallory
Russ Manternach
Dr. G. W. Marme
Sister Mary Martensen
Sister Mary Elizabeth Martin
Ed, Rita, and David Mashek
Mary A. Matson
Betty Mausser
Edward McAleer
Sister Mary Pierre McAleer
Father Tom McCarty, OCSO
Mary C. McCauley
Alice McCracken
Sister Mary Clarence McDonald
Mary McDonald’s Rescuers
Deceased members of the 
   McDonnell Family
Francis McElroy
John McElroy
Rose McElroy
Caroline McElwain
Gertrude McGourty
Gertrude McGrane
Joe and Margaret McGrane
John McGrane
Suzy McGrane
Johanna McGrath
William J. McGuire
Sister Margaret Ann McManus
Herman Meis
Bernice Meissner
Barbara Melichar
Kathleen Merfeld
Herbert Meyer
The Miller Families

Herman and Nell Miller
Mable Miller
LeRoy and Annie Molitor
Msgr. John M. Molloy
Sister Mary Sheila Molony
Bob Mulick
Fidel Murillo
Clare and Mary Murray
Sister Mary Constance Murray
The Joseph and Vivian Murrin 
Family
Ronald and Helen Nennig
Michelle Niles
Quenton C. Nolte
Sister Mary Antonella 
   Nonnenmacher
Ron Noonan
Miles S. O’Brien
Sally G. O’Brien
Laura O’Connell
Keith Ohde
Corliss Olander
James Olander
Sister Francesca Oldham
Sister Mary Ellen Oldham
Michael D. Oldham
Joseph Palmersheim
Mary Pat Patterson
Peter Pauly
Sister Mary Geraldine Pavek
Nan Peters
Sister Mary Brendan Phelan
Dr. and Mrs. C. C. Pitlik
Leo and Genevieve Porter
Holly Powers
The Queen of Angels Infirmary 
Sisters and Staff
Mary Frances Ramsey
Mary Lou Recker
E. Smith Reed
Deceased members of the 
   Regan Family
Clarence Regan
Lester Rehak
Sister Mary Xavier Reilly

William Renner
Bob Reu
Ivanka Ritter
Sister Paula Rivers
Sister Mary Robichaud
Charles and Nora Robinson
Floyd and Clara Robinson
Lavonne Roling
Leonard Rosenboom
Sister Mary Augustine Roth
Sister Monica Ryan
Sister Mary Bernadine Salz
Sally Sattler
Louis and Christine Schilling
Edith Oldham Schon
Sister Mary Eugene Schriner
Leo and Veronica Schueller
William and Patricia Schuler
Duane Schuyler
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Sell
Dr. Donald Sharpe
Karl Shatek
Walter and Irene Shores
The Sinnwell Family
Deceased Sisters of Mercy
Sisters who cared for Maxine 
   Julia McDonald
Lorraine Smith
Paul Spartz
Elizabeth Stangl
K. Louise Staskal
Richard Staton
Jon Steven
Sister Anne Marie Stickling
Sister Mary Inviolata Stickling
Leo and Maxine Stodola
George Sudmeier
Tom and Helen Sullivan
Gary Sundell
Michele Sundell
Andrew P. Svoboda
Lenora Svoboda
Tom Thill
Deceased members of the 
   Thornton Family
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The Gene Thornton family
Marguerite Thornton
Thomas Thornton
Vicki Thornton
Anne Louise Todd
Erma Tomas
Mary Trcka
Stanley Trcka
Sister Mary Mildred Trzil
Barbara Turriff
Sister Rose Van Vliet
The Vogt family
George Wagner
Sister Mary de Lellis Welch
Welch Family and Friends
Marilyn Wetzell
Sister Loretta Whitty
Sister Marilyn Whitty
Thelma A. Whorton
Sister Mary Fidelis Wicke
Harold Wilson
Joseph J. Wisher
Thomas and Matilda Woltz
Deceased members of the 
   Wright Family
Sister Mary Inez Zeman

Celebrate Mercy Day
The Sisters of Mercy Social Justice Committee will be hosting a lecture 
to celebrate Mercy Day on Saturday, September 22.  

Sister Amata Miller, IHM, PhD will give a presentation titled, 
“Economic Justice – What Does it Mean for Relationships Among 
Races?” from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Chapel of Mercy at Mount 
Mercy College in Cedar Rapids.  

Amata Miller is a member of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary in Monroe, Michigan.  She received her Bachelor’s degree 
in Mathematics from Marygrove College in Detroit, a Master’s degree 
in Economics from St. Louis University in St. Louis and her PhD in 
Economics from the University of California at Berkeley.  She began 
her career in ministry as an elementary school teacher in Detroit, before 
becoming a Professor of Economics at Marygrove College; St. Edward’s 
University in Austin, Texas and the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.  Sister Amata has also served as Financial Vice President 
of her religious community; Economist and Education Coordinator at 
NETWORK, A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby in Washington, 
DC; and Chief Financial Officer and Vice President for Finance and 
Administration at Marygrove College.  Currently, Sister Amata is the 
Professor of Economics and Director of Myser Initiative on Catholic 
Identity at the College of St. Catherine.  

Sister Amata has been involved in a number of community service 
organizations as a volunteer and serving on boards.  She has also won 
several awards for her work, authored many publications and has been a 
renowned speaker since 1990.

This is the second year the Sisters of Mercy Justice Committee has 
hosted a lecture to celebrate Mercy Day.  The celebration includes 
the lecture followed by Eucharistic Liturgy at 5 p.m. in the Chapel of 
Mercy.  Those attending are invited to stay for a Mercy Day reception 
following Eucharistic Liturgy.  All Mercy Day celebration activities on 
September 22 are free and open to the public.  For more information 
or to make a reservation to attend, please contact the Sisters of Mercy 
Social Justice Coordinators, John and Laura Locher at (319) 365-2284 
or justice123cr@yahoo.com

Mercy Day is celebrated every September 24 by Sisters of Mercy around 
the world as the feast day of Our Lady of Mercy and anniversary when 
Catherine McAuley opened the first House of Mercy on Baggot Street in 
Dublin, Ireland in 1827.

"My legacy to the 
Institute is charity: If 
you preserve the peace 
and union which 
has never been vio-
lated among us, you 
will feel, even in this 
world, a happiness 
that will surprise you 
and be to you a for-
taste of the bliss pre-
pared for every one of 
you in heaven!"

 ~ Catherine McAuley



The Sisters of Mercy’s presence 
on the Mound Farm hill in Cedar 
Rapids dates back to 1906, when 
the Sisters leased Judge George 
Greene’s mansion and surrounding 
land to house Sacred Heart Convent 
and a boarding school for girls.  
Although the structure of Sacred 
Heart Convent has changed and 
more buildings have been erected on 
the hill over the years, the presence 
of the Sisters of Mercy has contin-
ued for over a century.  

To continue the Mercy presence 
on the hill, the Sisters of Mercy 
are again adapting Sacred Heart 
Convent to accommodate today’s 
Sisters in retirement and changing 
numbers.      

The latest renovation plans of 
Sacred Heart Convent have already 
begun with the addition of a private 
patio for the Sisters.  Soon the next 
stage of renovation will begin mov-
ing inside to implement safer living 
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Mercy Presence on the Hill
quarters for the Sisters, energy effi-
cient updates and handicap acces-
sible measures.  

The Sisters of Mercy Cedar Rapids 
Regional Community is launching 
a campaign to help raise funds for 
the latest renovation of Sacred Heart 
Convent.  More details will be avail-
able in the next coming weeks. 

As a friend of the Sisters you are 
invited to assist the Sisters in keeping 
the Mercy presence alive on the hill 
by supporting the latest renovation of 
Sacred Heart Convent through prayer 
and/or a financial contribution.  
If you wish to support the Sisters of 
Mercy's presence on the hill with a 
financial contribution, simply send 

a donation indicating your contribu-
tion is restricted for the renovation of 
Sacred Heart Convent.  You can also 
contact Melissa Looney, Director of 
Development and Communications at 
Sacred Heart Convent at (319) 364-
5196 x123 or shcdevcomm@mercycr.
org to learn more about the planned 
renovation and/or to schedule a visit.

 

The patio outside the sun porch of Sacred Heart Convent was the first phase of the latest renovation of the mother house.  
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